
Carbon County
Public Open House

Virtual Meeting

September 14th – 16th, 2020
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How to Zoom Chat



3

WELCOME!
FEMA Region VIII

• Madi Pluss – Risk MAP Program Manager
• Matt Buddie – Floodplain Management & Insurance
• Jamie Prochno – Risk Analysis Civil Engineer
• Diana Herrera – Senior Insurance Specialist

Wyoming OHS
• Kim Johnson, State NFIP Coordinator

Compass
• Matt McGlone – Project Manager

Community Engagement and Risk Communication
• Terri Baumann– WY Outreach Specialist 

Name

Position and Organization
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Today’s Goals

1
Review flood risk 

projects in Carbon 
County

2
Review flood 

insurance and the 
National Flood 

Insurance Program 
(NFIP)

3
Answer your 
questions:

• Why new flood 
maps?

• What do property 
owners need to know?
• Where can I get more 

information?
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Why is flood risk important?
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What is a Flood Map?
Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) are tools used to inform 
you, your community, insurance agents, and others about the 
local flood risk. 

FIRMs are used to:
• Help property owners make decisions to mitigate flood risks
• Identify where minimum floodplain development standards should be 

applied
• Provide information to determine the cost of flood insurance 
• Provide information to local emergency managers
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Why is FEMA Updating Maps for Carbon County?

Flood risks change over time. 

Urban 
Development

Population 
Growth

Natural 
Weather 
Changes

Better 
Technology
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How is the New Data Different?

Old method (Currently Effective map) New method



9

Tools to Help-
Region VIII Carbon County Prelim Viewer
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Saratoga
Effective Map (1986) – Preliminary Map (2020)
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Riverside
Effective Map (1987) – Preliminary Map (2020)
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Project History

March 4, 2015 

In-person 
Discovery 
meeting in 

Rawlins

November 16, 
2015 

Kick off Meeting 
webinar

2016

Expanded the 
project from a 

watershed study 
to a countywide 
study per input 

from the 
communities.

August 27, 2018

Held a Flood 
Risk Review 
Meeting in 
Saratoga

Spring 2019

Amended 
contracting due 
to incorporate 

non-model 
backed Zone A

May 2020

Preliminary 
maps issued

Issuance
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What Comes Next

Preliminary 
Issuance

CCO Meeting & 
Public Open 

House

90-Day Appeal 
and Comment 

Period
Letter of Final 
Determination

6-Month 
Adoption 

Period
Effective 
Issuance

July 16th, 2020 Spring 2022

Summer 2020 Fall 2021

Early 2021
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90-Day Comment and Appeal Period

Comments
• Changes in corporate limits
• Modification of road/stream names
• Requests to incorporate Letters of Map Change 
• Vertical Datum conversion 

Appeals
• A technical amendment to the map 

submitted by the community
• Based on more accurate engineering or 

mathematical data
• Reflects a new or modified Special Flood Hazard 

Area zones, Base Flood Elevations (BFEs), base flood 
depths, floodway boundaries
• A changed physical condition has occurred
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§For property owners to officially change the zone designation for the 
structure or property

§Must show through survey data that the Lowest Adjacent Grade (LAG) is 
above the 1%-annual-chance flood elevation without the use of fill. 

§Must occur on an effective FIRM, not a preliminary FIRM.

§ It is recommended that applicants submit their LOMA application based 
on a preliminary FIRM no more than 30 days before the preliminary 
FIRM is set to become effective.

The Letter of Map Amendment (LOMA)
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Your Community’s Role
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The National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP)

§The NFIP is a voluntary program.

§Participation requires that communities adopt and enforce 
floodplain management regulations.

§The floodplain management regulations need to be based 
on the risk data provided by FEMA (the FIRM and FIS 
report).

§Participation in the NFIP makes Federal flood insurance 
available to insure buildings and personal property inside 
building within your communities.
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Quick Facts on NFIP

• Everyone has a level of risk

• Flood damage is typically not covered in 
homeowners insurance

• You can buy flood insurance no matter 
your flood risk

• Flood insurance is easy to get: call your 
licensed property insurance agent today!

• There is usually a 30-day waiting period 
before coverage goes into effect
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Flood Risk Impacts Everyone

Determine your risk level: 

• High Risk – Identified Zone 

A on FIRM

• Medium Risk – Shaded 

Zone X

• Low Risk – Unshaded Zone 
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Newly Mapped into a High-Risk Zone

• Flood zone B, C, X à A

•Mandatory purchase applies

•Don’t wait!  Buy a Preferred Risk Policy

•Newly Mapped Procedure 

• Elevation Certificate may help

• Talk to your insurance agent

• Visit floodsmart.gov
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Mapped into a Lower Risk Zone

• Flood zone A à B, C, X

• Low risk does not mean no risk

• Flood insurance optional, but 
recommended

• Convert to a Preferred Risk Policy

• Talk to your insurance agent
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No Change

•Flood zone remains the same

•No change in flood risk

•Review Coverage

•Talk to your insurance agent
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How can I lower my rates?
• Mitigate

• Encourage community action

• Apply for a Letter of Map Change

• Consider a higher deductible
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Resources
• FEMA Map Information eXchange (FMIX): 1-877-FEMA-MAP (1-877-336-2627)

• General mapping questions, NFIP rules and regulations, etc. 

• FEMA Flood Map Service Center (MSC): msc.fema.gov
• Self-service information and FAQs

• FEMA Changes Since Last FIRM Viewer: https://arcg.is/1yC4n10 (link in chat)

• Newly Mapped Fact Sheet: https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/2020-
05/FEMA_Floodsmart_AgentCommsFS2_Low-ModHigh_2019_NewlyMapped.pdf
(link in chat)

• Answers to Questions About the NFIP: https://www.fema.gov/media-library-
data/20130726-1438-20490-1905/f084_atq_11aug11.pdf (link in chat)

• Flood Smart: floodsmart.gov 
• General information on flood insurance 

https://msc.fema.gov/portal/home
https://arcg.is/1yC4n10
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/2020-05/FEMA_Floodsmart_AgentCommsFS2_Low-ModHigh_2019_NewlyMapped.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/20130726-1438-20490-1905/f084_atq_11aug11.pdf
https://www.floodsmart.gov/
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Contact Information
FEMA
Madi Pluss, FEMA Project Lead 
Madeleine.pluss@fema.dhs.gov
303.202.8972

Stephanie DiBetitto, Floodplain Management and 
Insurance 
Stephanie.dibetitto@fema.dhs.gov
720.366.7800

Jamie Prochno, Civil Engineer
Jamie.prochno@fema.dhs.gov

Diana B. Herrera, Regional Flood Insurance Liaison
Diana.herrera@fema.dhs.gov
720.480.8338

Erin May (CTR), NFIP Bureau & Statistical Agent
Erin.may@fema.associates.fema.dhs.gov
303.674.1449

Compass
Jordan Williams, Project Manager 
williamsJO@cdmsmith.com

Matt McGlone, Project Manager 
mcgloneml@cdmsmith.com
303.383.2361

Wyoming OHS
Kim Johnson, WY National Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP) Coordinator
Kim.johnson@wyo.gov
307.777.4910

Resilience Action Partners
Terri Baumann, Community Engagement and Risk 
Communication 
Terri.baumann@ogilvy.com
240.498.7477

http://fema.dhs.gov
http://fema.dhs.gov
http://fema.dhs.gov
http://fema.dhs.gov
http://fema.associates.fema.dhs.gov
http://cdmsmith.com
http://cdmsmith.com
http://wyo.gov
http://ogilvy.com

